
Lowell Public Schools

Arts in Substance Abuse Prevention for Lowell Middle Schools

$10,000 awarded by the GLHA in the 2014-2015 Grant period

The lowell public schools (lps) requested funding to bring 

school-based, substance abuse prevention  dramatic 

performances to all 7th and 8th grade students in school year 

2014-2015. 

FUnding was also requested to hold a community-wide 

performance, to engage parents and other adults in substance 

abuse prevention with the targeted students.

The dramatic performances were 

designed to help students recognize 

situations in their own lives, and 

solutions to various substance use and 

abuse issues.

Each program provided educators with 

 pre-program discussion questions, 

posters, and other promotional 

materials to supplement the 

performances.

The educational objectives of the 

performances were to reinforce non- 

use behavior in students, demonstrate 

alcohol and drug-refusal skills, and 

to encourage individuals to get help 

from the resources indicated.

outcomes
As student survey conducted after the 

performances has indicated that 

over 50% of 

students reported learning new information 

about substance use/abuse prevention .

Over 70% of the students had reported 

enjoying the play, and the discussion with the 

actors afterward.

The faculty had reported their satisfaction 

with the program's relevance to issues 

addressed: for instance, heroin was made a 

priority of the performances, as MA had 

experienced an acute spike in heroin overdose- 

prevalence rates at the time of this initiative 

(2014). 

s 

taff and Faculty had reported that the 

students were very engaged in the 

performances. 


